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COKE PLANTS IN THE UNITED STATES AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1957 VY 


by 
Joseph A. DeCarlo e/ and Maxine M. Otero 3/ 


SUMMARY AND INTRODUCTION 


For the first time the Bureau of Mines is combining, in one report, comprehen- 
sive tabulations on both beehive and slot-type ovens. This publication presents 
statistical data on the number and capacity of all such coke ovens in the United 
States on December 31, 1957. Combining data on both types of ovens should prove 
helpful to those interested in keeping abreast of the latest changes in carboniz- 
ing capacity, particularly since the coke has similar properties and uses. 


Annual reports furnished to the Bureau of Mines by coke-oven operators showed 
that 78 oven-coke plants were operating in 22 States on December 31, 1957. This 
was a decline of one plant from December 31, 1956, as the Republic Steel Corp. took 
the ovens at Canton, Ohio, out of production on December 17, 1957, for dismantling 
and rebuilding in 1958. Total oven-coke capacity was 80,299,400 tons in 1957. 


During the year the coke industry gained 25 ovens, but the total number exist- 
ing at the end of the year was lower than the peak reached in 1953. However, 611 
ovens were under construction, and contracts had been signed for several additional 
batteries; but actual construction had not begun by December 31, 1957. The number 
of ovens in existence, shown in tables 2 and 3, relates only to those capable of 
producing coke and does not include (1) any ovens that were blanked off or retired 
permanently in batteries that were operating on December 31, 1957, and (2) ovens 
being rebuilt over old foundations. For this reason, the number of ovens at fur- 
nace plants, reported by the Bureau of Mines at the end of each calendar year, 
differs from the number reported for the same group by the American Iron & Steel 
Institute, as the institute includes ovens being rebuilt. 


An average of 644 new ovens has been completed and placed in operation each 
year for the past 5 years. As a result, more than 65 percent of all ovens in exist- 
ence at the end of 1957 were less than 20 years old. Im 1950, or at the beginning 
of the Korean War, when the industry began a vigorous expansion program, only 47 
percent of the ovens were less than 20 years old. In spite of the large number of 
new ovens built during this period, capacity increased only 3 percent. Capacity 
made such a small gain because many of the new ovens placed in operation were re- 
Placements, and capacity changed only slightly in such instances. 


Coal-chemical materials recovered from coal carbonization at each coke plant 
are shown in table 1. Similar commodities produced at chemical processing plants, 
petroleum refineries, and tar distilleries operated independently from coke ovens 
are shown in the United States Tariff Commission's annual report, Synthetic Organic 
Chemicals, United States Production and Sales in 1957. 


lj) Work on manuscript completed June 1958. 


2/ Chief, Coke Section, Branch of Bituminous-Coal Economics and Statistics, 
Division of Bituminous Coal, Bureau of Mines. 

3/ Supervisory statistical assistant, Coke Section, Branch of Bituminous-Coal 
Economics and Statistics, Division of Bituminous Coal, Bureau of Mines. 
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Coal-chemical materials produced at individual coke plants in 1957 are 
designated as follows: 


1 - Ammonium sulfate. 14 - Pitch coke. 

2 - Ammonia liquor. 15 - Crude light oil. 

3 - Ammonium thiocyanate. 16 - Benzene. 

4 . Diammonium phosphate. 17 - Toluene. 

5 - Crude coal tar. 18 - Xylene. 

6 - Creosote oil. 19 - Solvent naphtha. 

7 - Crude chemical oil. 20 - Naphthalene, under 74° c. 
8 - Sodium phenolate 21 - Naphthalene, 74° to 79° c. 
9 - Phenol (industrial grades). 22 - Pyridine, crude bases. 
10 - Cresols. 23 - Pyridine, refined (2° C.) 
ll - Cresylic acid. 24 - Picolines. 
12 - Pitch of tar. 25 - Sulfur. 


13 - Refined tar, including road tar. 


The number of beehive ovens available for coke manufacture declined slightly 
in 1957, dropping to 9,519 from 9,659 in 1956. This publication lists only the 
ovens on which an annual report was filed with the Bureau of Mines. Not all 
plants listed were active, however, as more than one-fourth of those canvassed 
were idle all year. A compilation of the returms showed that 43 plants with 
7,505 ovens were active part or all year, and 15 plants with 2,014 ovens were 
idle throughout the year. 


Beehive-coke ovens have served as marginal producers of metallurgical coke 
since the end of World War II because they can be shut down and started from time 
to time without serious damage to the refractory materials. For this reason, the 
number of beehive ovens available for producing coke fluctuates with the demand 
for metallurgical coke and reached 20,458 in 1951. Since that year, however, 
steel companies have constructed slot-type coke ovens to support expansions in 
blast-furnace facilities, and the demand for beehive coke has diminished, result- 
ing in a decline in number and capacity of beehive ovens. The total number of 
beehive ovens at the end of 1957 was the lowest since 1880. Eighty-eight per- 
cent of the beehive ovens available for producing coke were mechanically equipped 
to withdraw the coke. 


The annual coke capacity of beehive ovens on which reports were received 
amounted to 5,503,200 net tons. As noted in table 7, however, not all of this 
capacity was in operating condition, as 2,782 ovens, with a capacity of 1.5 
million tons, were not operable on December 31, 1957. 
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TABLE 6. - Beehive-coke plants in the United States that reported 
to the Bureau of Mines in 1957 


Number and type 


R. D. #1 - Box 16 
McClellandtown, Pa. 


e footnote at end o able. 


Google 


Annual 
Name and address Name or location of ovens coke 
of company of plant | capacity 
(net tons) 
KENTUCKY 
Hellier Coal & Coke Co. .......| Hellier TOR Said 120, 000 
P. 0. Box 80 
Knoxville, Tenn. 
PENNSYLVANIA FAYETTE COUNTY 
Emerald Coal & Coke Co. eeee-- | Alicia #1 HOO: I | ie:s5 sete 308, 500 
1914 Grant Bldg. Allison 395: | Swank 306, 500 
Pittsburgh 19, Pa. 
United States Steel Corp. ««-- Collier 389 | neces 198 ,200 
525 William Penn Pl. 
Pittsburgh 30, Pa. 
Bortz Coal Co. eceecsceseeeeee | Daugherty, Sapper, 170 26 111,600 
Union Trust Bldg. and Central 
Uniontown, Pa. 
Bridgeview Coal Co. eseeseseees | Donald #2 2YO: || Sees 125,000 
97 East Main St. 
Uniontown, Pa. 
Phillips Coal & Coke Co. «+«++ | Fairbank 60"! weeuevers 42,000 
2k Clark St. 
Uniontown, Pa. 
Pennsylvania Coal Co. «+sesee+s | Hoover #1 & 2 120 78 156, 000 
305 Union Trust Bldg. 
Uniontown, Pa. 
National Mines Corp. eecesecee | Isabella 136-1 ieee 120,000 
Weirton, W. Va. | 
Lindsey Coal Co. eesesecoeeeees | Jimtown bceraiareres 20 8,400 
602 Johnson Ave. 
Connellsville, Pa. 
Menallen Coke Co. ssessecessee | Kyle en ae errs 147, 000 
P. O. Box 42 
New Salem, Pa. 
Ruane Coal & Coke Co. eeeeeeee | Laughead 60: | series 36, 000 
P. 0. Box 485 
Fairchance, Pa. 
United States Steel Corp. -.-- | Leisenring #2 Teo ae rere 264,600 
525 William Penn Pl. 
Pittsburgh 30, Pa. 
Eberly Coal & Coke Co. .+-+e-+ | Oliver #2 214 16 120, 000 
208 Union Trust Bldg. 
Uniontown, Pa. 
United States Steel Corp. ...- | Phillips 354s |i wets 237, 300 
525 William Penn Pl. 
Pittsburgh 30, Pa. 
Leckrone Coal & Coke Co. ...-. | Puritan #1 & 2 ee A egeees 70,000 
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TABLE 6. - Beehive-coke plants in the United States that reported 
to the Bureau of Mines in 1957 (Con. ) 


Number and type 


Annual 
Name and address Name or location of ovens coke 
available 

of company of plant Machine capacity 

eae (net tons) 
PENNSYLVANIA (Con. ) 

(Con. ) 
Fayette Fuel Co. cevccccvcscece Redstone 143 esece 80, 000 


P. O. Box 472 
Uniontown, Pa. 
John J. Bobak «esscvececoeeee | Searights S eaneieiere 55 30,600 
P. O. Box 752 
Uniontown, Pa. 


Menallen Coke Co. eececeeceeee | Shamrock 250: lense 154,800 
P. O. Box 42 
New Salem, Pa. 

J. H. Hillman & Sons Co. --++- | Tower Hill #2 eps ae ere 209, 500 


1914 Grant Bldg. 
Pittsburgh 19, Pa. 
Ruane Coal & Coke Co. «eeeeee- | Wynn 170. |, saws 108 , 000 
P. O. Box 485 
Fairchance, Pa. 
GREENE COUNTY 
Emerald Coal & Coke Co. «eeee- | Poland WO2 | Scevee 74,300 
1914 Grent Bldg. 
Pittsburgh 19, Pa. 
INDIANA COUNTY 


Yanity Bros. Coal Co. eseeeeee | Coral TSO: i rotates 56,300 
Indiana, Pa. 

Rochester & Pittsburgh Coal Co.| Ernest and Coral HOP” |! gees 200, 000 
655 Church St. 
Indiana, Pa. 

Smith-Byrne Co., Inc. eecoeee. Graceton 125 cece. 52, 000 


P. 0. Box 106 
Graceton, Pa. 


Lucerne Coke Co. ..seeeecoeees | Lucerne 264). | dase 200, 000 
655 Church St. 
Indiana, Pa. 
WESTMORELAND COUNTY 
King Coal & Coke Co. ......... | Arona, Trotter, and 150: 4) wadae 55,000 
Brennen Bldg. Whyel 
Scottdale, Pa. 
Eagle Coal Cow ....scecccseeeee | Atlantic #2 120 eins 55,000 


121 North Main St. 
Greensburg, Pa. 


Stewart Coal & Coke Co. --.+e- | Beatty #2 and 280. |) <esiaets 168 , O00 
Jamison Bldg. Whitney 
Greensburg, Pa. 

GioWe Dil l6n..3556.G6usseeeee | Calumet saeaws 110 43,200 


Calumet, Pa. 
See footnote at end of table. 


Google 


a) 


TABLE 6. - Beehive-coke plants in the United States that reported 


to the Bureau of Mines in 1 Con. 
Number and type Annual 
Name and address Name or location of ovens coke 

of company of plant available capacity 
(net tons) 

PENNSYLVANIA (Con. WESTMORELAND COUNTY 

Con. 

Scottdale-Connellsville Coal Carpentertown 310 ase 175, 000 


& Coke Co. ®eaeovoeseeeveveeeaeeeae eeeoe 
300 Mulberry St. 
Scottdale, Pa. 


Beatty Coal Co. .seseseseeeeee | Duquesne sreiese ieee 30 16, 000 
ist National Office Bldg. 
Latrobe, Pa. 

Kara Coal & Coke Co. ......... | Hester ee eee 26,400 


R. D. #5 - Box 84 
Greensburg, Pa. 
Kenallen Coke Co. eeseeeeeeeeee | Humphrey ATS: ili Sees 70,000 
Locust Valley Road 
Greensburg, Pa. 


Pittsburgh Coal Co. ......++.. | Jamison #2 HOO se seen 180, 000 
P. O. Box 500 
Library, Pa. 

Mammoth Coal & Coke Co. ...... | Mammoth #1 109 20 72, 400 
Mammoth, Pa. 

King Bros. Coal & Coke Co. ... | Marguerite 21 ts aeaks 120, 000 


Brennen Bldg. 
Scottdale, Pa. 
George K. Brennen .......ee... | Myers Setialncntees 38 8,300 
207 Brennen Bldg. 
Scottdale, Pa. 


JOHN Harhal ceccccccccccccvces Peanut esecces aly 10,200 
R. D. #1 
Mount Pleasant, Pa. 

BKagle Coal Co. coccccccccccces Salem 225 ecece 100, 000 


121 North Main St. 
Greensburg, Pa. 

Carpentertown Coal & Coke Co. Standard CL | Sates 182, 000 
1100 Union Trust Bldg. 
Pittsburgh 19, Pa. 

Hacker Coal & Coke Cow wecece.e Trauger ee rere 32 12,000 
R. D. #3 
Latrobe, Pa. 

Hepler Coal & Coke Co. «eceeee | Whyel 31 4 21,600 
P. O. Box 95 
Madison, Pa. 

UTAH 

Kaiser Steel Corp. ..eseeeeee- | Sunnyside wep igcechens oT 144,500 
1924 Broadway 


Oakland le, Calif. 
See footnote at end of table. 
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TABLE 6. - Beehive-coke plants in the United States that reported 
to the Bureau of Mines in 1957 (Con, } 


Name and address 
of company 


VIRGINIA 

Wise Coal & Coke Co. eeccceecee 
Dorchester, Va. 

Christie Coal & Coke CoO. eeoeee 
P. O. Box 409 
Norton, Va. 

Hawthorne Coke & Mining Co. ... 
P. 0. Box 566 
Norton, Va. 

Norton Coal CO. seoccscccccccscve 
Norton, Va. 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Allied Chemical & Dye Corp. ... 
4O Rector St. 
New York 6, N. Y. 

Preston County Coke Cow cesesee 
Cascade, W. Va. 

Donegan Coal & Coke Cow aecccee 
530 Fifth Ave. 
New York 36, N. Y. 

Allied Chemical & Dye Corp. ... 
40 Rector St. 
New York 6, N. Y. 


Total @esesvueeveeeneeoeveoeenee0ee @ 


Name or location 
of plant 


Dorchester 


Esserville 


Hawthorne 


Norton 


Carbondale 


Cascade 


Fenwick 


Harwood 


Number and type 


of ovens Annual 


coke 
capacity 
(net tons) 


140,000 


30,000 


24,000 


92 51,000 


@eeeeoeoee¢e 52,000 


171 100, 000 


24,000 


88,000 


9 293,200 


l/ Ovens reported in existence Dec. 31, 1957, whether idle or active. 
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